
Happy New Year!  As we enter 2009, I am excited to continue 
working with the wonderful residents and businesses in the Valley 
Area Command.  Working together, we can quickly address any 
public safety concern that may arise.  From the constant feedback I 
receive from our community, I am happy to announce that the 
quality of life for many people living and/or working in the Valley 
Area Command has improved during the past two years.  I credit 
this to the hard work of the police officers assigned to the Valley 
Area Command and also the willingness of our community mem-
bers to participate in the process.  However, it is important not to 
get complacent.  Our nation and local community is facing some 
challenging times as we see a rise in unemployment and increases 
in certain crimes such as robbery.  With this in mind, please look out for each other in your in-
dividual communities and report all criminal activity immediately.   
 
Despite the recent budget shortfalls the City is facing, our police department continues to grow 
in the number of sworn police officers.  We currently have 1,065 sworn police officers and 
there are 49 police cadets receiving training at our police academy.  With this increase, the Val-
ley Area Command is fully staffed and has increased slightly in manpower since the annual bid 
took effect in May 2008.  The Department also continues to improve customer service through 
the use of technology.  Please visit the Albuquerque Police Department’s web page, www.cabq.
gov/police, to learn more about what your police department has to offer. 
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Special points of inter-

est: 

• Commander Romero’s 
Contact Information:     
Office # 761-8828         
Cell # 553-3517                
e-mail  promero@cabq.gov 

• We are currently seeking 
qualified applicants who 
have the determination to 
be successful and make a 
difference in their commu-
nities.  The Albuquerque 
Police Department has 
many benefits for employ-
ees and their families.  In 
addition to receiving state 
of the art training, individu-
als selected to attend the 
Albuquerque Police Acad-
emy will receive a $5,000.00 
bonus.  Employees are also 
provided with tremendous 
stability, a twenty year re-
tirement and many, many 
more benefits that are ex-
plained in detail at www.
APDonline.com.  
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I M PA C T  T E A M  R E P O R T  
S E R G E A N T  J O N A T H A N  S A T H E R  
Impact detectives have been working with PNM and Quest regarding copper theft in 
the area command.  Detectives have conducted several tactical plans utilizing a “bait vehicle.”  
Several offenders have been identified and have active criminal cases against them.  With the 
updated legislation which requires customers to provide identification when attempting to sell 
metal to recycling yards, offenders will be more easily identified. 
 
Detectives have also conducted a tactical plan during the Balloon Fiesta to prevent auto burglar-
ies at the motels within the area command and also during the holiday season to address street 
level theft.  These operations resulted in several felony arrests.  During this time, detectives also 
apprehended serial burglar Jonathan Sandoval, who was linked to eight residential burglaries 
within the Vista Del Norte Neighborhood. 
 
Valley Impact also assisted the Robbery unit by conducting surveillance in order to apprehend 
two robbery offenders.  Impact detectives have investigated recent Crime Stoppers tips result-
ing in felony arrests.  The Valley Impact Team is continuing to conduct tactical plans in the 
Barelas neighborhood in reference to drug and property crimes. 

Commander Paul Romero 

Albuquerque Pol ice  Depar tment  
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Greetings and Happy New Year from the First Watch! 
  
I hope this newsletter finds you all well and looking for-
ward to a great year in Albuquerque’s Valley Area Com-
mand. 
 
With the cold weather usually comes a decrease in out-
door activity. Although this holds true, the entertainment 
industry does not take a break. Whether downtown or at 
one of the many other establishments, fun seekers are not deterred by the frost. Re-
member when your late night expeditions include enjoying alcoholic beverages, pace 
yourself. People process alcohol at different rates. Sample some of the good food to be 
found throughout the Valley and have a glass of water between drinks. If you plan on 
drinking a lot, please have a designated driver or have the establishment call you a safe 
ride. Taxi cabs are always available at 2nd and Central on Friday and Saturday night or 
ask an officer to call you one. Graveyard Officers stopped 191 drunk drivers in the 
Valley Area Command for August 2008 through November 2008. 
 
Your Valley Graveyard Officers do not hibernate during the winter either. They have 
utilized the typical decrease in calls for service to conduct self- initiated patrol. This 
has resulted in several arrests for narcotics possession, auto burglary, and other felony 
crimes.  
 
Valley Graveyard Officers are grouped into three teams of officers (Teams 7, 8, and 9), 
each of which is lead by a sergeant. Team Eight recently was presented with the police 
department’s prestigious Team of the Month award. This award goes to only one of the 
at least 100 sworn or civilian teams which comprise the Albuquerque Police Depart-
ment. Team Eight was recognized by the Chief of Police for outstanding performance 
in the handling of the downtown area during the watch and for being a department 
leader in several crucial statistics including arrests and citations. 
 
This quarter I welcomed several new officers to the graveyard watch. We have two 
new officers from the 99th Academy Class, three from the historic 100th Academy 
Class, two lateral officers from out of state agencies and one officer who returned to 
APD from retirement. These officers replaced officers lost to intradepartmental trans-
fers and bring a great combination of new enthusiasm and experience. 
 
I am extremely proud of my three teams of officers and sergeants who compose the 
Valley First Watch. Remember, they are most effective when working in conjunction 
with you, the citizens who live, work and play in the Valley Area Command. Without 
your eyes and ears many of our successes would be impossible. Your police depart-
ment is here for you and Valley Graveyard Officers will continue to keep watch 
through the night.  
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W A T C H  I  ( G R AV E YA R D )  R E P O R T  
L T .  J E R E M Y  M C R A E  

2008 Valley Area 

Command Crime 

Stats: 

Felony Arrests:       

2,269 

Misdemeanor Arrests:  

5,465 

Misdemeanor Citations: 

1,249 

Traffic Citations:  

46,906 

DWI Arrests:        

1,766 

Calls for Service:  

88,520 

Lt. Jeremy McRae 
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The officers of the Dayshift Watch wish you a very Happy New Year! We have been working hard to 
keep you and your family safe over the holiday season. Officers were vigilant in monitoring the 
speeds within your school zones and conducted several tactical plans to address speeding in general. 
Over 980 citations were issued in November for traffic violations.  
 
Patrol and undercover officers saturated the Old Town area in an effort to make shoppers and visitors 
feel safe while enjoying the festivities which were hosted by the Old Town community this holiday 
season. While conducting one of our undercover operations, detectives caught a suspect who stole 
packages from a vehicle. The offender admitted that he saw a “Coach” shopping bag in the car and he 
wanted the contents for his girlfriend. 
 
As the weather continues to get colder, officers are making contact with the homeless population in our area and reminding them 
that services are available for them at the local shelters. Officers are encouraging the homeless to stay out of the parks in an effort 
to keep as warm as possible and to take advantage of the services provided to them within the shelters.  
  
As always, the officers in the Valley Area Command are committed to serving this community to the best of their ability. If you 
have specific areas of concern you would like to bring to my attention, please feel free to email me at epaiz@cabq.gov. I wish all 
of you a safe 2009! 

I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday and is ready for 2009.  I would like to reaffirm my commit-
ment to the citizens of the Valley Area Command.  Please contact me with concerns or issues hap-
pening in your neighborhoods.  My officers worked very hard in 2008 to make an impact on every 
issue that was brought to our attention. 
 
The Albuquerque Police Department holds a Citizens Police Academy and Crime Scene Investi-
gator or “CSI” class each year.  Officers from different units in the police department come and 
talk about their jobs, demonstrate their equipment, and answer questions.  This is a great way to 
educate yourself about your police department and its capabilities.  I have heard nothing but great 

reviews from the citizens who have attended these programs.   
 
Please try and take advantage of these opportunities and attend these training classes.  The classes are several weeks in length and 
are very informative.  You can get more information on the classes by calling Officer Gerald Sandoval at 343-5000. 
 
The Albuquerque Police Department is working very hard to recruit and train quality officers.  Currently on swing shift (2:00 pm 
until 12:00 am) we have maintained our staffing levels. This is great news for you and the officers.  The Department continues to 
grow, improve training, improve technology, and work with the community to improve our quality of life. 
 
You are our eyes and ears in the community and we need your help to pinpoint criminal activity. When you call or email me the 
issue or problem it will be assigned for follow up with our officers.  You will be contacted with the results.  I work Monday 
through Friday 2 pm until 10 pm.  The best way to contact me is through email at soconnell@cabq.gov  or my office number 
which is 761-8826.  
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WAT C H  I I  (DAY  S H I FT )  RE PO RT  
LT .  BE T H  PA I Z  

W A T C H  I I I  ( S W I N G  S H I F T )  R E P O R T  
L T .  S H AW N  O ’ C O N N E L L  

Lt. Shawn O’Connell 

Lt. Beth Paiz 



C R I M E  P R E V E N T I O N  C O R N E R  
 

5408 2nd St. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87107 

Albuquerque Police 
Department 

Phone: 505-761-8800 
Fax:     505-761-8896 

Valley Area Command      

Supervisors: 

 
WATCH COMMANDERS 
 
Watch I (10 PM to 6 AM) 
Lt. Jeremy McRae 
(Cell # 553-2250) 
 
Watch II (6 AM to 2 PM) 
Lt. Beth Paiz 
(Cell # 350-9128) 
 
Watch III (2 PM to 10 PM) 
Lt. Shawn O’Connell 
(Cell # 553-2268) 
 
SERGEANTS 
 
Impact Team (Detective Unit) 

Sgt. Jonathan Sather 
(Office # 761-8857) 
 
Watch I 

Sgt. Matt Thompson 
(Cell # 239-6603) 
Sgt. Natalie Sanchez 
(Cell # 379-7276) 
Sgt. Donovan Olvera 
(Cell # 250-2661) 
 

Watch II 

Sgt. Fernando Aragon 
(Cell # 553-2219) 
Sgt. Joseph Esquibel 
(Cell # 553-2259) 
Sgt. Gregory Callaghan 
(Cell # 553-2263) 
 
Watch III 
Sgt. Zach Wesley 
(Cell # 228-4695) 
Sgt. Cassandra Kukowski 
(Cell # 917-1064) 
Sgt. Mark Garcia 
(Cell # 553-2218) 

In Step With Our Community 
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The Valley Area Command has a new Crime Prevention Specialist!  Ms. 
Yvette Garcia has over 10 years experience with the Albuquerque Police De-
partment and will be able to provide the Valley Area Command residents an 
extremely valuable service.  Please contact Yvette by email (ymgarcia@cabq.
gov) or phone (761-8830).  Yvette will be able to provide presentations to 
neighborhood groups, conduct property inspections in order to give ideas on 
how to make the property safer, and answer any crime prevention questions.  
Yvette will also provide crime prevention articles for all future newsletters. 
 
Here is a crime prevention tip dealing with protecting yourself from burglaries 
at our local gyms: 
 
On December 19, 2008, the Albuquerque Police Department recovered prop-
erty from approximately 70 victims of auto burglary or residential burglary. A 
large number of sets of keys to vehicles and homes were a part of the recovered 
property.  
 
It is believed that offenders may have gained access to the keys from gyms, as 
many of the recovered keys had "tabs" on them, identifying victims to be mem-
bers of local work out gyms. It appears that while working out, the offenders 
may have taken the keys and used the remote access to vehicles to identify 
where the car was parked, and to gain access to the vehicle. 
 
While it is common practice for members of gyms to leave their entire key fob/
ring hanging on a board within the gym while working out, the Albuquerque 
Police Department would like to warn community members to keep keys safe 

and secure at all times and to not leave their entire key fob/ring out allowing 
for pubic access when working out. 


