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Residents Want Ditches Kept as They Are

Bv Carolyn Carlson
Journal Staff Writer

Preserved and enhanced but not necessarily changed.

That was the consensus of those attending a workshop to envision what a
trail along the Griegos Drain from Griegos to Chavez Road would look like.

More than 100 participants attended the Ditches with Trails design
workshop Thursday through Saturday and discussed the opportunities and
challenges of the Ditches With Trails North Valley Demonstration Project.

There are about 300 miles of ditches crisscrossing Bernalillo County,
according to the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District.

The ditches, primarily dirt-packed, feature narrow rights of way with banks
to accommodate single walkers or a maintenance vehicle. They host
cottonwood trees and other vegetation.

"They want to preserve and enhance but not build an urban trail system,"
Ric Richardson said Saturday. ""They want the trails to reflect what the North
Valley is about."

Richardson, who along with his wife, Kate Hildebrand, facilitated the
workshop, said many participants felt the ditches encompass people's places
of the heart, scenic views and the culture, history and character of the
historic ditchbanks.




